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From the Desk of the General Secretary

Sir Asutosh Mookerjee

Dr. Upendranath Brahmachari

Professor P C Mahalanobis

Dear Members and Well-wishers,

| feel extremely happy to share with you that The Asiatic Society
organised its 240th Annual General Meeting and Awards Giving
Ceremony on 6th May, 2024. Justice Shyamal Kumar Sen, former
honourable Chief Justice of Allahabad High Court and former
Governor of West Bengal, graced the occasion as the Guest-in-Chief.
He also handed over to the recipients various awards for the year
2023. In his address Justice Sen profusely appreciated the academic
performance of this age-old Institution of National Importance. He
wished all success for its future overcoming all kinds of problems.
Many distinguished Awardees were present personally on the
function. Some of them could not be present due to their personal
difficulties and they had communicated it to the Society. A separate
list of the Awardees was published in our Monthly Bulletin of May,
2024. Among others, Professor Sanghamitra Bandyopadhyay,
Director, Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata (conferred the Honorary
Fellowship), Professor Manmohan Sharma, FRS, Padmabhushan
Awardee of 1987 (conferred Durgaprasad Khaitan Memorial Gold
Medal), Professor Krishnamohan Shrimali, Former Professor of History,
Delhi University(conferred Professor Hemchandra Raychaudhuri Birth
Centenary Gold Medal), Professor Nagen Saikia, eminent Assamese
writer, Sahitya Akademi Awardee (Professor Sukumar Sen Memorial
Gold Medal), Ms Ritu Menan, Padmashree Awardee (Dr. Prabhati
Mukherjee Memorial Gold Medal), Professor Prabal Kumar Sen,
former Professor of Philosophy, University of Calcutta (Dr. Bimala
Churn Law Gold Medal), Professor Buddhadeb Das, Sangeet Bhavana,
Visva Bharati (Ranadhir Roy Memorial Gold Medal), Ms Ankita Basak
(Professor Nirmal Nath Chatterjee Medal), were present on the
occasion. Shri Sumanta Banerjee, Eminent Journalist and Cultural
Theorist (conferred Pandit Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar Gold Plaque)
received it through his friend because he could not be present and
Dr. T.C.A. Raghavan, Former Indian Diplomat (conferred Sir Jadunath
Sarkar Gold Medal) came to Calcutta to receive it personally, but
unfortunately had to rush back to Delhi because of a mishap in the
family. Other Awards, such as, to Professor Chandrasekhar Kambar,
Eminent Kannada Folklorist and Padmashri and Jnanpith Awardee
(conferred Rabindranath Tagore Birth Centenary Plaque), Professor
Triloki N. Pandey, Former Professor of Anthropology, University of
California (conferred R P Chanda Birth Centenary Medal), Professor
Bashabi Fraser, Director of Scottish Centre of Tagore Studies (conferred
Indira Gandhi Gold Plaque) and Ms Flavia Agnes, Eminent Women'’s
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Right Lawyer (Dr. Naresh Chandra Sengupta
Gold Medal), will be sent to them.

The Asiatic Society had put up an
exhibition during the International Museum
Expo-2024, organized by the Ministry of
Culture in collaboration with the National
Council of Science Museum, Kolkata, which
was held at the Science City Complex on
18-19th May, 2024. Some of the important
manuscripts of the Society, related to the
theme (Museum: A Confluence of Art,
Science and Technology) were displayed.
The visitors expressed their appreciation
for this exhibition. The President and the
General Secretary of The Asiatic Society,
Kolkata participated during the inauguration
of the program on 18th May, 2024. We had
organized a program on Empowerment
of Women on 24th May, 2024 and another
seminar on Dr. Upendranath Brahmachari
(Former President of The Asiatic Society) on
28th May, 2024.

Friends, as you know, the entire world
observe the World Environment Day on 5th
of June every year since 1972. We in the
Asiatic Society also observe it in a befitting
manner following the urgent thematic
issues that are decided by the world body
every year. The importance of the occasion
perhaps requires no elaboration as we
confront them now because of some lack
of concern on the one hand and calculated
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indifference by the people who matter on
the other.

The members and staff members of The
Asiatic Society can reasonably feel a sense of
pride,speciallyonthemonthof June, because
three of the very distinguished personalities,
who were closely associated with the Asiatic
Society, were born in the month of June.
For example, Dr Upendranath Brahmachari
(b 07.06.1873), the former President of
the Society during 1928-29, Professor P C
Mahalanobis (b 29.06.1893), the Founder
Director of the Indian Statistical Institute
and Sir Asutosh Mookerjee (b 30.06.1864)
former President of the Society during 1907-
08 and 1921-22. All the three had a very
distinguished academic background in their
respective fields of specialization and all the
three luminaries had contributed immensely
for the development of the Society in many
ways.

I, on behalf of the Council of The Asiatic
Society reiterate our pledge for all round
development of our Society with your
constant cooperation and advice in the
months to come.

Please keep well and safe.

-

S B Chakrabarti)
General Secretary



MEETING NOTICE I

AN ORDINARY MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING OF
THE ASIATIC SOCIETY WILL BE HELD ON
MONDAY, 3ro JUNE 2024 AT 5 P. M. AT THE
VIDYASAGAR HALL OF THE SOCIETY

MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO KINDLY ATTEND THE MEETING

AGENDA

Confirmation of the Minutes of the last Ordinary Monthly General
Meeting held on 6th May, 2024.

Exhibition of presents made to the Society in May 2024.

Notice of Intended Motion, if any, under Regulation 49(d).

Matters of current business and routine matters for disposal under
Regulation 49(f).

Consideration of reports and communications from the Council as
per Regulation 49(g).

The following paper will be read by Dr. Rangankanti Jana :

"The Hail Mother to the Bodyscapes : Bharatmata—till the
Independence”

/ﬁg&w"mﬂ
1 Park Street, Kolkata-700016 ?

Dated : 20.05.2024 S B Chakrabarti)
General Secretary
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FAPER

TODBLE READ

The Hail Mother to the

Bodyscapes : Bharatmata —till the

Independence

Rangankanti Jana

Former Curator, Museum and Art Gallery, The University of Burdwan

The intellectual awakening in Bengal was
a reaction against the colonial attitude
towards the age-old cultural heritage of
Bengal during the 19th century. There were
deliberate tendencies of the colonial writers
to minimise the age-old cultural heritage, as
well as the antiquity of the sub-continent.
The Bengali intelligentsia gradually put
their resistance against the colonial attitude
by a silent crusade. The band of Bengali
intelligentsia namely Rammohun Roy,
Debendranath Tagore, Akshay Kumar Dutta,
Rajnarayan Basu, Rajkrishna Mukhopadhyay,
Ramdas Sen, Lalmohan Bandyopadhyay,
Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay, Bhudev
Mukhopadhyay and many others, were
involved themselves for the reconstruction
of the age-old heritage of Bengal avoiding
compulsion, bias and distortion of the facts.

Bankim Chandra expressed his feelings
by composing the song (the hymn)
'Vandemataram' (Bangadarshan 1875 CE).
Later embodied it in his novel Anandamath
(1882 CE).

The song (the hymn), it appears for
long years to have made little impression
on the Bengali mind as well as India. In
1905 CE, during the anti-partition agitation
against Lord Curzon's plan on dividing
Bengal, the song sprang into popularity
and it became the National Anthem of the
Indians. Later on, it became the slogan of
the militant nationalism. The storyline of the
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Anandamath

using the

perspective

of the famine

in 1769-71 CE.

The author

taught in this

novel that the

organisation should be designated in order

to win freedom for the emancipation of the

motherland. The main hypothesis was based

on the ideas of Gariboldi and Mazzni and the

Ironside troops of Oliver Cromwell and the

Maratha hero Vasudev Balwant Phadke.
'Vandemataram' was the most sacred

and ideal inspiration of the novel. Is it the

original thinking of the author? The author

was perhaps inspired by the Ramayana's

sloka—YJanani Janmabhumischa Swargadapi

Gariyasi' (Valmiki Ramayana Yuddha

Kanda). Bankim Chandra clearly indicates his

concept of motherland and the connection

of both mother and motherland which is

elaborated in the song 'Vandemataram'.

2
Following the concept of
'Vandemataram' the first bodyscape

visual was made with the pen and ink by
Harishchandra Halder, which was published
in the journal Balak in 1883 CE. The picture
reflects the apolitical attitude of the artist
Harishchandra following the esssence of



PAPER TO BE READ

il

the song. This is the first national picture
produced as a visual appendage to
'Vandemataram' The picture reflects the
apolitical attitude of the artist.

The next bodyscape of the hail mother
came out by the brush of Abanindranath
Tagore as 'Bharatmata’ in 1905 CE during
the 'Anti-Partition' movement. Rabindranath
introduced a new kind of protest
'Rakhibandhan’ His nephew expressed his
feelings with full of Swadeshi outlook. Sister
Nivedita expressed her feelings about this
painting as the image of the motherland
as the symbol of Swadeshi. In 1905-06 CE,
the same painting was converted into an
image idol for the 'Swadeshi Mela' by using
soap as a medium. That image-idol became
the major piece of attraction among the
common visitors. The 'Bharatmata’ of
Abanindranath can be regarded as the
first shifting from the aesthetic preference
to the nationalist preoccupations in art.
Abanindranath could be considered as
the founder of alternative Indian style of
paintings. Is there any influence of Sister
Nivedita on the 'Bharatmata’ painting?

Asit  Kumar Halder, nephew of
Abanindranath, at the age of sixteen
following his mentor's inspiration of
'Bharatmata' configurated his concept
of 'Bharatmata' in 1906 CE. His painting
was influenced by the political situation
expressing the feelings in favour of the
upgrowing militant nationalism in the
subcontinent precisely in Bengal.

Aurobindo Ghosh was perhaps the first
patriot of the militant nationalism, who gave
his vision on the bodyscape of 'Bharatmata'.
Rabindranath Tagore, in his novel The Home
and the World gives a different picture.

During the time of national movement
from the early phase, gendering of the
national territory as a female has been
incorporated. In the Tamil-speaking India,
the earliest example of a bodyscape of

Bharatmata is a picture in the Tamil daily
Vijaya in 1909 CE. It shows Bharatmata
occupying the cartographic space of India.
A picture also appeared in the Tamil weekly
Intiya edited by Subramania Bharati. In 1909
CE, in the northern India, cartographic map
of India along with 'Bharatmata' were placed
on the platform parading in the streets with
a shout 'Vandemataram' and 'Bharat Mata
ki Jai' In 1914-1916 CE, the cover pages of
the Punjabi poetry book published by the
San Francisco based Gadar Party included
a map of India. By the 1920s and 1930s CE,
through the various visual paraphernalia
of nationalism, the association between
the map and the mother had become
so intimate that the very first temple of
'Bharatmata' installed in Banaras in 1936
CE with a giant marble relief of undivided
India's cartographic map. But again the
motion of Bharatmata was challenged in the
Tamil-speaking areas by Tamilttay' (mother
Tamil), the Tamil Language personified as
goddess, mother and maiden. The concept
gained in popular visibility through the
activities of the Dravidian movement which
explicitly opposed Indian nationalism in
the mid-20th Century CE even advocating
separation from the emergent nation India.

The scientific map in and of itself is
not enough of a weapon in this battle of
freedom as both Rabindranath Tagore and
Aurobindo Ghosh reminded us. In almost all
of the Bharatmata bodyscapes, her apparel
and specially her sari expressed a crucial
role in producing and claiming national
space. It invariably extends to cover the
extent of pre-partition India. After 1947 CE,
the bodyscapes were produced towards
Hindu nationalist cartography. During the
time of emergent nation, the geo-space of
India and the concept of mother acted very
much on the national movement till the
independence of India. After independence,
it took another shape.
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The Indian Diaspora

A news item published in The Times of
India on 8.5.2024 drawing its information
from the World Migration Report, 2024,
mentioned that India is the origin of the
largest number of international migrants,
nearly 18 million, with the largest number
of Diasporas in the UAE, the US & Saudi
Arabia in that order. India also remains the
top country receiving remittances from
its diaspora, the figure having crossed 110
billion in 2022. It was further mentioned
that India, Mexico and China were the top
three remittance receiving countries in
2022, followed by the Philippines, France
and Pakistan. India’s 110 billion in the form
of remittance far surpasses that of Mexico
which with 61 billion occupies the 2nd
position replacing China with 51 billion in
2022.

The Theoretical Orientation

Theoretically diasporic studies are part
of the migration studies in which four broad
categories are on the research arena. These
are 1) causes of population shifts, 2) social
and psychological concerns of immigrant
adaptations, 3) social problems caused by
immigration, and 4) the nature and the
dynamics of migrant groups and the nature
of individual social network. These topics are
beginning to be dealt with on three levels
of analysis: 1) the macro level, which views
migration on a worldwide scale, 2) the mid-
range level with its focus on the adaptability
or assimilation of the immigrant community
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to the host society, and 3) the micro level,
with its emphasis on the individual. Against
this backdrop, we find that the vast majority
of migrant studies and theory focus on
just the interaction between the migrant
and the host communities. Behind this
interaction between the immigrants and
the host community, there may be the
influence of certain macro factors like the
global economic situation or at the mid-
range level, the perceptions of the sending
or that of the host community or at the
idiosyncratic level, the perceptions of the
individual who is located in a different socio-
economic situation. So, one must consider
the theoretical base for understanding
the three-way interactional relationship
between the hosts, the sending country
and the migrant group. This three-way
diachronic process involves the orientations
of the sending community, the migrant
group, and the receiving society.

We have to keep in mind that the
understanding of migrant behaviour is very
complicated. There are a host of factors
influencing the pattern of migration. To
understand the issue of who migrates and
why one has to take into consideration
the broad economic factors, the historical
factors, the ethnic factors, all of which
operate in a complicated network of
relationship of push and pull factors.
That is why, there cannot be any overall
formulae explaining the complicated issue
of immigration pattern. The hardships faced
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by the people in a colonial or post-colonial
setup, the pull of the original immigrant
group, the lure of better job opportunities
in the host countries and the historical
pattern of the development of the migration
corridor—all these factors have to be taken
into consideration while attempting to
answer the question of who migrates and
why? No less important question is how
are the immigrant groups— the diaspora,
functioning in the host country? To
complicate the issue further, there is legal
immigration and illegal immigration. As
the ‘first world’ is increasingly tightening
their borders and the 'third world' is facing
economic hardships, attempts to jump
the borders are increasing, even if the host
country does not permit it. There are the
increasing incidents of ‘political refugees,
violence against particular ethnic groups
within the borders of a particular nation.
We hear now of the international refugees,
people who are unwanted or driven out of
their country of origin and whom no other
countryis willing to receive.This problem has
been so prominent now that an International
Refugees Law has been enacted which is
premised on the need to provide protection
to those whose home state cannot or
doesn’t extend them protection and instead,
persecutes them. Indeed, as it has been said,
the grant of refugee status to those fleeing
population facing persecution has been one
of humanity’s most long-standing tradition.
An estimated 110 million persons have
been displaced around the world from their
homes due to persecution, conflict, violence
and other types of human rights violations.

Who constitute the diaspora?

A diaspora is a population that is
scattered across regions which are separate
from its geographic place of origin. Simply
speaking, it refers to the dispersion of
people beyond their homeland, sometimes
by choice or sometimes by compulsion.
Such dispersion of a diasporic population

has occurred throughout history and is the
result of most of the international migration
which characterize the demographic
composition of the world. To give some
historical examples, the Jewish diaspora
formed after the Babylonian exile, the Greeks
that fled or were displaced following the fall
of Constantinople, the emigration of Anglo
Saxons primarily to the Byzantine Empire
after the Norman Conquest of England,
the Palestinian diaspora due to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict or the Iranian diaspora,
which grew from half a million to 3.8 million
between the 1979 revolution and 2019 and
so on.

So, throughout global history,
there have been hundreds of migration
movements which created and continue
to create diasporic population. Many such
diasporic population have been traumatic.
Cross border movements after the creation
of Pakistan resulted in a huge diasporic
population across the border. The African
diaspora refers to the huge population of
African people brought to America against
their will.

There are several types of diasporas,
usually referring to the cause of leaving their
homeland. So there may be victim diasporas,
imperial or colonial disapora resulting
from colonial expansion of the imperial
country, trade diaspora, which is the result
of business activities, labour diasporas,
which are the result of a global pursuit for
work. But wherever the diaspora is situated,
they maintain a cultural memory, which is a
constructed understanding of the past, that
is passed from one generation to the next.

The Indian Diaspora

The Indian diaspora constitute the
overseas Indians, who are officially known
as Non-Resident Indians (NRI) or people
of Indian origin. They are the Indians, who
reside or originate outside of India. NRIs
are the citizens of India, who currently are
not living in India, while the term people
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of Indian origin (PIO) refers to people of
Indian birth or ancestry who are citizens of
countries other than India.

The number of such worldwide Indian
diasporic population is huge. An estimated
of more than 30 million people constitute
the Indian diaspora, who live in different
countries of the world and they constitute
the world’s largest diaspora. Every year, 2.5
million Indians migrate overseas and this is
the highest annual number of migrants in
the world. The principal countries, where
these populations reside are (along with
number)— the US about 5 million, the UAE
about 3.42 million, the UK-1.76 million,
Canada-1.68 million, Saudi Arabia-2.59
million, South Africa—1.56 million, Sri Lanka
-1.61 million, France-1.09 lakhs, Germany
-1.85 lakhs, China-56 thousand etc. As far
as the Indian diaspora is concerned, the
countries with over 10 lakhs overseas Indians
include the USA, the UK, the UAE, Sri Lanka,
South Africa, Canada, Myanmar, Malaysia,
Kuwait. So, the geographical spread of the
Indian diaspora is vast.

However, the scale of complexity of
the diasporic population is not revealed
by sheer numbers only. The diaspora has
an ethno-national background. They are
cultural-social-political ~ entities, created
either as voluntary or forced migration from
ahomeland, whose members are and regard
themselves as of the same ethno-national
origin but who live as minorities in host
countries. However, to maintain a common
identity, they organize and are active in
the cultural, social and economic spheres.
Towards this end, they follow various
strategies of integration which promote
and maintain their cultural and economic
bond with the homeland. Core members of
such diaspora establish local and trans-state
organizations. This may cause dual loyalty
vis-a-vis the host land and homeland. As it
has been observed‘communal cohesion and
solidarity problems in their hostlands, the
wish to support their homeland and their
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keen in other hostlands and personal and
organizational needs, all prompt diasporas
to become engaged in a very wide range of
cultural, social, political and economic ideas
and activities. So, the size and complexity
of the diaspora has profound meaning and
significance for their homelands and host
lands.

Scale of International Migration

Over the last 45 years, the number
of people worldwide living outside their
country of origin has almost tripled from
76 million to 215 million. The enormous
diversity of the diasporic population has led
analysts to analyse the phenomenon from
ethno-nationalistic angle, e.g., the Indian
diaspora in the USA or the Indian diaspora
in the UK and the like division on ethnic
lines like the Bengali diaspora in the UK or
the Bangladeshi diaspora in the UK have
also produced enormous literature. One can
analyse the diaspora in terms of their social
capital potential i.e. ensuring and utilizing
the active political and civic participation
of diaspora communities in both countries
of origin and residence. As it has been said,
diasporas are non-state actors that interact
with the state actors, primarily their host
stateand theirhomeland.They have aunique
role in international relations because they
find themselves in between two countries
sharing two cultures, having an emotional
investment in two nations, and preserving
social connection in two societies. For
example, the African diaspora, which is
now dispersed widely, predominantly in the
Americas, have several themes to promote,
viz. 1. Change and continuity in African
cultural identity, 2. Technology material and
daily lives of enslaved Africans, 3. Resistance
to slavery, and 4. African interactions with
the groups in the diaspora.

If we look at the nature of diasporic
structure of people of Indian origin, it will
be revealed that they are of two types.
First is immigration of the highly skilled
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professionals, workers and students
migrating to the most advanced OECD
countries, particularly to the USA, the UK,
Canada and Australia and some other East
Asian countries. This flow started after
Indian independence particularly from the
last decade of the last century, when IT
skill is in high demand worldwide and in
which field, India has substantial number
to contribute. The second was the flow of
unskilled and semi-skilled workers going
mostly to the gulf countries, mainly from
Kerala and some other Indian states. This
migratory trend started even during the
colonial period when large number of
workers were sent to different parts of the
world. Indian migration to South Africa
or Telugu labour diaspora in South East
Asia, particularly in Burma and Malaysia
constitute example of that. In many cases,
these were forced migration, the colonial
power having taken the determining role
in such trading. In many ways, it resembled
the slave trade which characterized this
migration from Africa to different parts of
the world. There was religious migration
also, mendicants having moved from
India in other areas, particularly in the

neighbouring countries like China, Japan,
Sri Lanka, Burma and Malaysia.

Put together, these migratory flows
have resulted in diverse communities of
people of Indian origin in different parts of
the world. As it has been said, "These distinct
communities of people of Indian origin,
as well as Indian nationals living abroad,
constitute the vast Indian diaspora. There
is no single homogenous overseas Indian
community: there exists diversities within
them as well as in the level and degree of
their engagement with India, defined by the
lapse of time by generation and distance
that separate them from their country of
origin." So, the Indian diaspora like India
itself, is not a homogenous group of people.
And for that, it needs diverse and distinct
approaches to engage them and connect
with India. Giving such a formidable number
of Indian diaspora and the rich diversity of
their culture and experience, they can be
treated as ‘Global Indians’ and can serve
as bridges by providing access to market,
sources of investment, expertise, knowledge
and technology. Thus, can be created
a sustainable, symbiotic and mutually
rewarding engagement with the diaspora.

Swapan Kumar Pramanick
President
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Nonsense Philosophy of Sukumar Ray

Suman Ghosh
Assistant Professor, Serampore College

Sensing the nonsense is the task of
myriads of readers who inherit the cultural
legacy of a wonderful poet, story-teller,
essayist and dramatist combined in one
personality viz., Sukumar Ray. Bathed in
ineffable joy and laughter, mirth and
merriment in his writings especially
his amusing illustrative poems

which are possibly beyond
compare anywhere in the
world, the children are

captivated and the grown-

ups are mesmerised. But we
should bear in mind that in his
apparently nonsensical writings
there is a soft tone of satire
which does not hurt or sting
others, but offers an affectionate
friendly touch. In other words, it is
supposed to cure us of our ailments,
without leaving any scourge of
chastisement. He also left for us
messages that urged us to be
plain, simple, spontaneous,
guileless and sprightly.

Ahead, we will spotlight
poems and stories offering insights with
excerpts and brief commentary, we will
ensure an engaging reading without taxing
patience.

The poem 'Abol Tabol’ is an exquisite
example to start with about Sukumar Ray’s
poetic mastery. Ray urges us to enter a
dreamlike state, devoid of past memories,
and embrace a nonsensical, rule-abrogating

life. He encourages drumming without
purpose, singing without significance, and
letting the mind wander freely in the wind.
This tieless mindset, akin to a child’s playful
spontaneity, is conducive to joyous dancing
and revelry. By shedding anxiety and
unnecessary attachments, we

can embrace the moment

in a world of whimsy and

impossibility.
While in the
mesmerising  verses  of

'Jiboner Hisab' (Accounts of
Life), the narrative unfolds
a profound lesson on the

dangers  of intellectual
arrogance.  Through  the
encounter between a learned
gentleman and a humble
boatman, the poem
unveils the folly of
pride rooted solely in
academic knowledge.

The gentleman’s

condescension towards the
boatman’s lack of scholarly
prowess is swiftly humbled when faced
with a life-threatening storm. In a moment
of vulnerability, the boatman’s simple yet
insightful question about swimming exposes
the shallow depths of the gentleman’s
intellect. This poignant tale serves as a stark
reminder of the perils of intellectual hubris,
urging us to embrace practical wisdom and
humility alongside academic achievement.
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In 'Khichuri, a whimsical fusion of
creatures serves as a cautionary tale against
the pitfalls of conformity and imitation. As
creatures blend into peculiar combinations,
such as the duck and porcupine forming
'Hansjaru, the poem warns of the grotesque
consequences of forsaking authenticity.
Each amalgamation serves as a poignant
reminder of the importance of embracing
our unique selves, as conformity breeds
disconnection and inhibits our ability to
adapt to new environments. Through its
playful yet profound exploration, 'Khichuri'
beckons us to celebrate individuality and
resist the temptation to blend into the
homogeneous fabric of society.

Again in the poetic realm of
'Shabdakalpadrum, the essence of simplicity
is adorned with the eloquence of bombastic
language. Here, the gentle bloom of a
flower is woven into the resounding burst
of a cracker, while its fragrance dances as
a tempestuous storm. Through these vivid
metaphors, the poem whispers a gentle
reminder to perceive the world with clarity
and reverence, embracing the innate beauty
of nature’s simplest gifts.

Meanwhile, in the captivating narrative
of 'Sabjanta, the tale of Duliram unfolds like
a tapestry of human folly and revelation.
Emboldened by familial stature, Duliram
spins tales of grandeur and feigned
acquaintance, only to be humbled by the
harsh light of truth. Through Duliram’s
journey, the story paints a poignant portrait
of the pitfalls of pretence, urging us to
tread the path of authenticity and humility.
For in the end, it is the genuine heart that
shines brightest amidst the shadows of
superficiality.

In a collection of poignant verses, the
folly of succumbing to astrology’s grip is
depicted through Uncle Nanda'’s tragic tale.
His carefree spirit is shattered when he
consults an astrologer, plunging into despair
over imagined misfortunes. The underlying
message urges against forsaking present joy
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for unfounded fears of the future, advocating
for a steadfast refusal to let astrology disrupt
our peace of mind. Similarly, the solemn
atmosphere of Ramgarur, where laughter
is stifled and joy suppressed, serves as
a caution against excessive seriousness.
The poet warns against the dullness of life
when humour and merriment are banished,
emphasising the need for balance to prevent
monotony from overshadowing the beauty
of existence.

In contrast to artificiality, the wonders
of natural simplicity are celebrated in '‘Abak
Kanda! Mundane actions are marvelled
at, highlighting their innate authenticity.
The poet’s questioning tone underscores
the absurdity of considering these natural
behaviours surprising, advocating for a
return to the simplicity of natural living
and the rejection of artificiality. But 'Ganer
Guto' paints a vivid picture of the havoc

wreaked by modern man’s tendency
towards exaggeration and extremism.
Bhishmalochan  Sharma’s  exaggerated

singing disrupts the harmony of nature,
causing chaos and destruction. The message
is clear: moderation is key to preserving the
delicate balance of the environment, and we
must refrain from actions that disturb this
equilibrium. Collectively, these verses serve
as a reminder to embrace the present, find
balance in life, cherish the beauty of the
natural world, and avoid actions that disturb
the harmony of our environment.

Then in 'Khuror Kal, Chandidas’s uncle
invents a curious device, promising to hasten
travel time by dangling a person’s favourite
food just beyond reach. This whimsical
contraption serves as a stark reminder of the
ceaseless allure of desire, perpetually pulling
us towards worldly pleasures. It urges us to
resist these temptations, lest they disrupt
our inner tranquillity and rob us of our peace
of mind.

'‘Chhayabaji, introduces us to the
intriguing figure of the shadow-harvester,
whose meticulous efforts capture the
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essence of celestial and earthly shadows. His
beliefin their healing properties underscores
a deeper commentary on society’s modern
fixation with the virtual realm. Through
his exploits, the poem gently urges us to
reevaluate our attachment to screens and
simulations, and to rediscover the richness
of the tangible world around us.

The poem 'Hature, introduces us into
the eccentric world of a quack whose
unorthodox medical practices expose the
inadequacies of modern science. Through
absurd methods like attaching paper limbs
with makeshift glue, the poem criticises
the disconnection between contemporary
medicine and the natural order. It highlights
the failure of these interventions to address
root causes, emphasising the disruption of
the body’s innate balance.

"Thikana' delves into human relationships
and communication, navigating the
complexities that obscure clarity. Through
convoluted  connections, the poem
highlights the challenges of deciphering
intentions amidst confusion. Each twist
reflects the intricacies of social interaction,
urging discernment amid ambiguity. Again in
'‘Bhoy Peyona, humanity’s deceptive nature
is unmasked through a seemingly harmless
creature, revealing underlying motives of
manipulation. This portrayal underscores
the fragility of trust in a suspicious world,
prompting reflection on genuine connection.

Meanwhile, in 'Rajar Asukh, a tale
of ancient times unfolds, revealing the
poignant quest of a king seeking remedy
for his inexplicable ailment. Amidst the
flurry of medical consultations, it is a wise
sage who offers a simple yet profound
solution: to surround oneself with the
cheerful company of those untouched by
the burdens of life. As the king embarks on
this quest, he encounters various characters,
each embodying a different facet of carefree
living. Yet, despite his earnest attempts to
emulate their simplicity, the weight of his
royal obligations proves too burdensome,

leaving him ensnared by the trappings of
power and prestige.

The message rings clear: true happiness
lies not in the pursuit of extravagance or
societal acclaim, but in the embrace of
simplicity and harmony with nature. It is a
call to shed the shackles of material desire
and find contentment in the ordinary joys of
life. For it is in the laughter of a carefree soul,
the song of the riverside wanderer, and the
gentle rustle of leaves in the wind that true
fulfilment is found.

Ray’s perspective, exemplified in these
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excerpts, reveals profound truths disguised
in nonsense. Despite his short life, Ray’s
diverse literary contributions continue
to captivate audiences of all ages. As the
pioneer of nonsense literature, Ray infuses
his poems with a unique philosophical
perspective that challenges conventional
notions of sense and logic. Through
whimsical verses and absurd imagery, Ray
invites readers into a world where reason
takes a backseat, and imagination reigns
supreme. His poems often explore themes
of absurdity, unpredictability, and the joy of
embracing the nonsensical. By celebrating
the irrational and the absurd, Ray’s work
encourages readers to question societal
norms and embrace the freedom of playful
expression. In essence, his poetry serves
as a delightful escape from the confines of
rationality, inviting readers to revel in the
joyous chaos of nonsense philosophy.

Ray, a luminary in Bengali literature,
seamlessly integrated his nonsense

philosophy into the fabric of Indian
philosophical thought, juxtaposed against
the backdrop of Western logicand modernist
rationalism. In contrast to the rigidity of
Western logic, which often imposes strict
rules and boundaries, Ray’s nonsensical
musings serve as a poignant satire. His
engagement with Indian philosophical
traditions adds depth to his nonsensical
narratives. By infusing elements of Indian
thought he offers a unique perspective on
the nature of reality. In doing so, Ray bridges
the gap between the esoteric realms of
philosophy and the everyday experiences of
his readers.

Sukumar Ray’s integration of nonsense
philosophy into the broader landscape of
Indian thought represents a remarkable feat
of literary innovation. By challenging the
hegemony of Western logic and engaging
with Indian philosophical traditions, Ray’s
works continue to captivate audiences with
their wit, wisdom, and enduring relevance.
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Sukumar Ray and His 'Nonsense' Protests

Chandramalli Sengupta

Associate Professor in Bengali, Asutosh College, Kolkata

Sukumar Ray, the witty intellectual, in
his much liked book of rhymes Abol Tabol,
had skillfully incorporated strong messages
in the poems in the guise of 'nonsense'
rhyme, which may be considered as political
and/or social satires. In the camouflage of
fun and/or nonsensical expression, Sukumar
expressed his subtle yet powerful protest
against atrocities both in social sphere and
in the political arena. Let us first explore this
dichotomy in his poem 'Kumropatash

Kumropatash  has always  been
synonymous with a fat head nincompoop in
colloquial terms, the sketch done by Sukumar
himself bearing testimony of  that as
well. But that is where the
trick lies. The entire poem is
structured with ‘jadi’ meaning

'If' thereby leaving
ample scope for self-defence, if
confronted.

In the 6 stanza poem, each
stanza gives warnings to people
by beginning with if (as jadi) inside
a bracket if Kumropatash does any
particular activity mentioned in that
stanza. It goes like this :

Stanza 1 : If Kumropatash dances,

the poet forbids

everyone to go near the stable and advises
them to not look left, right, back but simply
hang upside down from the branch of hatta-
radish tree.

Stanza 2 : If Kumropatash cries it will be
dangerous to go to the rooftop. Everyone
must wrap up in blankets and lie down in
hammocks, singing the praise of Radha and
Krishna in Behag tune.

Stanza 3 : If Kumropatash laughs one
must stand in one leg in the kitchen, must
speak in Persian and while fasting for 3
meals must lie down in grass.

Stanza 4:If Kumropatash runs, everyone
will have to climb up the windows very

quickly. Afterwards they will have to

mix red alta in hookah water and paint
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their cheeks and lips with that. But no one is
allowed to look up to the sky.

Stanza 5 : If Kumropatash 'barks;, anyone
who is around must fix a headgear and stay
put in a water tub. One must also apply
spinach paste in the forehead as an ointment
and then rub the nose with a heated brick
using it as a pumice stone.

And lastly the poet says that if anyone
ignoresthe commands taking these as trivial,
that offender may not even apprehend what
consequences will befall if Kumropatash
gets to know the offence. Sukumar said he
has given an advance warning, so he cannot
be blamed if anyone suffers.

Well as it turns out, this fat head
nincompoop then is a despot in disguise
whose apparent nonsense whims are
actually laws of the land, because if anyone
fails to comply, the poet cannot assure
safety and apprehends that something
awful will happen to the offender. And that
is where the brilliance of Sukumar lies. His
opposition of autocracy, displeasure towards
common men being mistreated, have been
expressed subtly yet profoundly with the
hint of mockery through the creation of
an imaginary creature Kumropatash, who
though till date symbolises to be a slosh, but
in reality is actually either the British rulers or
any fascist ruler anywhere.

On this note one is reminded of
Chilean poet Nicanor Parra's poem Beware /
Hunshiar in which he shows a country where
permission is required to smoke, to play
radio, even for defacating and cleaning the
same. This actually is a strong protest against
the fascist regime prevalent in Parra's time in
Chile.

Closer home, in 'Tasher Desh'
Rabindranath Tagore portrayed the Country
of Cards where a strict code of conduct was
followed with unlimited restrictions. Tagore
and Sukumar, inspite of the age gap, shared a
cordial friendship. Both believed in freedom
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of mind, of existence and deeply denounced
any kind of autocratic imposition to curb
human freedom. So it is no wonder that
Kumropatash and the Card King will exude
similar kind of apparent eccentric behaviour
as dicta to control people.

On this note one can throw a quick
glance to a couple of incidents of Sukumar's
life as well :

The Ray family were Brahmo in religious
belief. Then the Brahmo Samaj was mostly
run by senior members like Heramba
Chandra Maitra, Lalitmohan Das, Baradakar
Basu to name a few, who were orthodox
and rigid. The young generation in Brahmo
Samaj like Sukumar and his friends were
not comfortable as independent thinking
and expressing personal thoughts were not
encouraged. Sukumar wrote to his friend
Prashanta Mahalanabis in a letter about
his shock, depression and disillusionment
about the so called radical approach of
Brahmo Samaj in comparison to Hindus. This
frustration found expression in his poem
'‘Narad Narad' where keeping beard became
the symbol of elderly orthodox Brahmo
leaders.

'Ekushe Ain’, probably the most political
rhyme of Abol Tabol, was also an outcome of
his indirect protest against the Rowlatt Act
implemented by the British Government in
India in 1919 and was in practice till 1921.In
the poem the number twenty-one is used as
a metaphor of the measure of punishment
to be meted out to any offender by making
that person drink 21 ladles of water, write
21 pages, head spin for 21 times and the
worst, hang for 21 hours. In this poem too,
permission is needed to cough, sneeze, even
to grow a moustache.

Thus it may be concluded that
throughout Abol Tabol Sukumar Ray has
very strongly expressed his opinion against
atrocity, oppression and torture, though in
the guise of apparent nonsense rhymes.
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Art and Psychoanalysis: Unveiling the Unconscious

through the Canvas

Arun Kumar Chakraborty
Principal, Rekha Chitram

Art and psychoanalysis, two seemingly
disparate realms, have an intriguing and
complex relationship that has captivated
scholars and thinkers for generations. At
first glance, the world of art and the realm of
psychoanalysis may appear as distinct as day
and night. However, delving deeper into the
interplay between these domains reveals
a rich tapestry of connections that have
fundamentally shaped our understanding
of the human psyche and artistic expression.

The Freudian Framework

To understand the relationship
between art and psychoanalysis, it's
essential to begin with Sigmund Freud, the
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pioneering Austrian neurologist and father
of psychoanalysis. Freud's groundbreaking
work on the human mind, particularly the
concept of the unconscious, had profound
implications in the world of art.

In his seminal work, The Interpretation
of Dreams (1899), Freud introduced the
idea that the mind contains thoughts and
feelings that are repressed and hidden
from conscious awareness. These repressed
thoughts, known as the unconscious, often
manifest in dreams, and, crucially for the arts,
in creative expressions such as literature,
visual arts, and music.

Freud's development of psychoanalytic
theory offered a new lens through which
to examine the creative process. He
posited that artists, like individuals in
therapy, engaged in a form of sublimation,
channelling their unconscious desires and
conflicts into their work. Art, for Freud, was
a means of expressing and reconciling inner
turmoil.

Dreams, Symbols, and Surrealism

One of the most direct intersections
between art and psychoanalysis is the
Surrealist movement. Emerging in the
early 20th century, Surrealism was heavily
influenced by Freudian psychoanalysis,
particularly the concept of the unconscious
and dream analysis.

Surrealist artists, such as Salvador Dali
and Rene Magritte, sought to bypass the
conscious mind and tap into the irrational
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and imaginative realms
of the unconscious. Their
works often featured
dreamlike, nonsensical,
and sometimes
disturbing imagery.
Freud's influence can
be seen in Dali's "The
Persistence of Memory",
where melting clocks
suggest the fluidity of
time in the dream-state.

Furthermore,
the Surrealists' use of
automatic drawing and
writing, techniques
where the conscious
mind is disengaged,
allowed for a direct

channelling of the unconscious onto the canvas or paper. André Breton, a key figure in
the Surrealist movement, highlighted the importance of Freud's psychoanalytic ideas in

Surrealist manifestos.

Abstract Expressionism and the Subconscious

In the mid-20th century, Abstract Expressionism emerged as a significant art movement
inthe United States. Artists like Jackson Pollockand Willem de Kooning pushed the boundaries
of artistic expression by emphasizing the act of creation and the artist's emotional state.

These artists were influenced by Carl Jung, a contemporary of Freud and a prominent
psychoanalyst. Jung's ideas about the collective unconscious, archetypes, and the

integration of opposites
resonated with
Abstract Expressionists.
Jung's theory of the
individuality  process,
where the individual

integrates various
aspects of their
personality, found

parallels in the way
artists integrated their
own internal conflicts
and emotions into their
work.

Pollock's 'drip
paintings, for instance,
were often seen as a
direct expression of his
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emotional state, with each gesture and mark
on the canvas representing a facet of his
psyche. The canvas itself became a space for
the artist's unconscious to unfurl.

Art as Purification and Self-Exploration

For many artists, the act of creation is
cathartic, serving as a means to grapple with
their inner demons or seek self-discovery.
This therapeutic aspect of art-making can
be linked to psychoanalysis and the process
of introspection.

to help individuals explore their emotions,
subconscious thoughts, and past experiences
through artistic expression.

Art as a Mirror of Society

Art often reflects the collective psyche
of a society. In times of societal upheaval
or transformation, artists may serve as the
barometers of the collective unconscious.
The works produced during these periods
can reveal shared anxieties, desires, and
conflicts.

Frida Kahlo, a renowned Mexican artist,
is a prime example of how art can serve as
a form of self-exploration. Her paintings
are deeply personal and often portray her
physical and emotional suffering. Kahlo's
work is a testament to the healing potential
of art, allowing the artist to confront her
pain and trauma.

Moreover, art therapy, a psychological
treatment that uses the creative process
to improve mental health and well-being,
exemplifies the intersection of art and
psychoanalysis. This therapeutic approach
draws on the principles of psychoanalysis
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For instance, during the early 20th
century, as Europe grappled with the
aftermath of World War | and the emergence
of new technologies, the art world saw a
surge in interest in the unconscious and
irrational. Artists such as Wassily Kandinsky
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and Paul Klee sought to capture the spiritual
and emotional dimensions of existence,
influenced in part by the turbulence of the
times.
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PUBLICATION

A Comprehensive Catalogue of Books under
Bibliotheca Indica Series

The books published so far by The Asiatic Society under Bibliotheca Indica Series,
the famous series known to the world of academics, were scheduled to be printed in three
instalments. First instalment of 120 titles have been published in the Monthly Bulletin
for the month of April 2024. Second instalment of another 115 titles have been published
in the Monthly Bulletin of May 2024. Last instalment of 110 titles is being published in
this issue of the Monthly Bulletin for the month of June 2024. I am unable to trace out
the details of the Serial No. 243. Anyone having the information regarding is earnestly
requested to inform the undersigned.

Another important series under publications of The Asiatic Society is Monograph
Series. Books published under this series are expected to be printed in an instalment in
the Monthly Bulletin for the month of July 2024.

S = E
§ 2 S Name of the book Writer/Editor/Translator
o a o)
= 2
236 (1920 Canda Rau Jeta St Ro Vithu Suje Ro |ed. by L. P. Tessitori
Kiyo of Vithu Sujo Nagarajota
237 |1921-25 |Krtya Ratnakara of Candeévara ed. by Kamalakrsna
Thakkura Smrtitirtha
238 |1923-43 | Tirtha Kalpa of Jinaprabha Sturi ed. by D. R. Bhandarkar and
Kedaranatha
Sahityabhtisana
239 1924 Suraja Prakasa of Vijaniramota Kaviya | ed. by Ramakarana
Karanidana (1 fasc. Incomplete) Vidyaratna
240 11924 Concise Descriptive Catalogue of the by W. Ivanow
Persian Manuscripts in the collection of
The Asiatic Society of Bengal
241 11926 Concise Descriptive Catalogue of the by W. Ivanow
Persian Manuscripts in the Curzon
Collection, The Asiatic Society of Bengal
242 1927 Vaikhanasa Smarta Stutram ed. by W. Caland
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244 11927 First Supplement to the Concise by W. Ivanow
Descriptive Catalogue of the Persian
Manuscripts in the Collection of The
Asiatic Society of Bengal.
245 (1928 A Grammar of the Kui Language ed. by Rev. W.W. Winfield
246 1929 Majma'-Ul Bahrain of Prince ed. and tr. by M. Mahfuz-ul-
Muhammad Dara Shikth Haq
247 (1928 Srikrsnavatara Lila of Dina Natha ed. and tr. by G. A. Grierson
248 11928 Second Supplement to the Concise by W. Ivanow
Descriptive Catalogue of the Persian
Manuscripts in the collection of The
Asiatic Society of Bengal.
249 (1928 Grhasta Ratnakara of Candeévara ed. by Kamalakrsna
Thakkura Smrtitirtha
250 {1939 Catalogue of the Arabic Manuscripts Prepared by W. Ivanow.
in the collection of the Royal Asiatic Revised and edited by M.
Society of Bengal (2 vols. - 1939, 1951) [Hidayat Husayn, M. Mahfuz-
ul Haq and M. Ishaque
251 [1929 Vaikhanasa Smarta Sutra tr. by W. Caland
252 11929 A Vocabulary of the Kui Language compiled by W.W. Winfield
253 1930 Kashmirt Ramayana (comprising ed. by G. A. Grierson with an
the Sriramavataracarita and the Introduction and summary of
Lava-Kusayuddhacarita) of Divakara the poem in English.
Prakasa Bhatta
254 (1931 Tarikh-I-Mubarak Shahi of Yahya bin | ed. by M. Hidayat Husayn
Ahmad bin 'Abdullah As-Sihirindi
255 1931 Paficaviméa Brahmana tr. by W. Caland
256 |1932-39 | Manu Smrti with the Manubhasya of ed. by Ganganatha Jha
Medhatithi (3 vols.)
257 1939 Tarikh-I-Shahi of Ahmad Yadgar ed. by M. Hidayat Husayn
258 (1939 Rubatyat of "Umar-I-Khayyam ed. by M. Mahftz-ul Haq
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259 |1940-43 | Vedanta Parijata Saurabha of tr. and annotated by Roma
Nimbarka and Vedanta Kaustubha of | Bose
Srinivasa (3 vols.)

260 |1940 Qanun-I-Humayuni of Khawandamir ed. by Hidayat Husain

261 |1940 Lushai English Dictionary comp. by J. H. Lorrain

262 11940 Varna Ratnakara of Jyotiriévara- ed. by Suniti Kumar
Kaviéekharacarya Chatterji and Babua Misra

263 1940 Qanun-I-Hymayuni of Khawandamir tr. by Baini Prashad

264 (1941 Tadhkira-I-Humayun Wa Akbar of ed. by M. Hidayat Husayn
Bayazid Biyat

265 (1941 Vaikhanasa Srauta Sutra ed. by W. Caland

266 (1944 Kuttanimatakavya of Damodara Gupta |ed. by Madhustidana Kaul
(1 fasc. Incomplete)

267 1944 Padumavati of Malik Muhammad Jaisi |tr. by A. G. Shirreff

268 |1945 Legend of the Topes or Thupavamsa tr. by Bimala Churn Law

269 1947 Maasir-I-'Alamgiri of Saqi Must'ad tr. into English and
Khan annotated by Jadunath

Sarkar

270 11948 Ain-I-Akbart of Abt'l-Fadl 'Allami tr. by H. Blochmann (vol. I)
and H. S. Jarrett (vols. II-IIT)
Vol. I, second edition, revised
by D.C. Phillott, Vol. IIT
reissued.

271 11950 i) Natya$astra ascribed to Bharata- tr. by Manomohan Ghosh
Muni (Vol. I, Chs. I-XXVII)

1961 ii) -Do- (Vol. II. Chs. XXVIII-XXXVI) -do-

272 11956 (The) Natyasastra (A treatise on Hindu |[ed. with an Introduction
dramaturgy and histrionics ascribed and various readings from
to Bharata Muni (Vol. I, Chs. XXVIII- | MSS and printed texts by
XXXVI) Manomohan Ghosh

273 |1903-52 | Vidhana Parijata of Ananta Bhatta ed. by Taraprasanna Vidya-

(3 vols.)

ratna and Iéwar Candra
Sastri
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274 11953-56 | Danasagara of Ballala Sena ed. by Bhavatosh
Bhattacharya
275 1953 Khaz' in al-Futuh of Hazrat Amir ed. by Mohammad Wahid
Khusrau Dihlawi Mirza
276 1952 Saddharmapundarikastitram, with ed. by Nalinaksha Dutt
N.D. Mironov's readings from Central
Asian Manuscripts
277 11953 Manasa-Vijaya of Vipradasa ed. by Sukumar Sen
278 1954 Prakrta Kalpataru of Rama Sarman ed. by Manomohan Ghosh
279 1956 Kauthuma Grhya ed. by Stirya Kanta
280 1960 Bodhicaryavatara of Santideva ed. by Bidhusekhara
Bhattacharya
281 [1968 A Bi-lingual Glossary of the Nagananda | ed. by Suniti Kumar Pathak
282 11957 Suttasamgaha ed. by Ramaprasad
Chaudhuri and Deva Prasad
Guha
283 1957 Gauranga Vijaya ed. by Sukumar Sen
284 1970 Astasahasrika Prajiaparamita tr. by Edward Conze
285 11960 Krsi Parasara ed. and tr. by Girija
Prasanna Mozumdar and
Sures Chandra Banerji
286 1963 Sekasubhodaya of Halayudha Miéra ed. with Notes, Introduction
and English translation by
Sukumar Sen
287 11963 Haft Iglim of Amin Ahmad Razi (vol. II) | ed. by M. Ishaque
288 1967 Haricaritam of Caturbhuja ed. by Sivaprasad
Bhattacharya
289 (1968 Manasa-Mangal of Visnupala ed. by Sukumar Sen
290 (1969 Pramanantarbhava ed. by S.C. Nyayacharya

(English Introduction by
Gaurinath Sastri)
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291 |1969 Ta'rikh-I1-Bangala-I-Mahabatjangi ed. with Note and
Introduction by Abdus
Subhan
292 1970 Sabdaratnavali of Mathureéa ed. by Manindra Mohan
Choudhury
293 1971 Caitanya-Mangala of Jayananda ed. by Biman Behari
Mozumdar and Sukhamay
Mukhopadhyay
294 (1971 Gauri-Mangala of Raja Prthvicandra of |ed. by Biman Behari
Pakur Mozumdar
295 |1971 The Prakrt Gathasaptasati ed. with an Introduction and
tr. into English by Radha
Gobinda Basak
296 |1974 Samayapradipa of Sridatta Upadhyaya |ed. by Asoke Chatterjee
Shastri
297 (1972 Haft Iglim (5th volume) ed. by S. B. Samadi
298 1973 Parasara Smrti (vols. 2 & 3) ed. by Candrakanta
Tarkalankara
299 |1973 Vidhibodhini by Jadavendra Nath Roy
with an Introduction in
English by Gopika Mohan
Bhattacharya
300 |1973 Tabaqgat-i-Akbari (volume I) tr. by B. De
301 (1973 Dandaviveka tr. by Bhavatosh
Bhattacharya
302 |1974 Tarkamrta Vivrti of M. Jagadisa ed. by Jibanakrsna
Tarkalankara Tarkatirtha
303 (1974 Parasara-Smrti Parasara-Madhava, ed. with Notes by Mw.
Vol. I, Acarakanda with the gloss by Candrakanta Tarkalankara
Madhavacarya
304 (1975 Krtya-Tattvarnava (Part-I) of Srinatha  |ed. by Rajendra Chandra
Acarya Cudamani Hazra
305 |1977 Chandasutrabhasyam Yadavaprakasakr- | collated and edited from

tam (Chandaviciti Bhasya)

four extant manuscripts by
Haridas Sinha Ray
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306 |1978 Zamima-I-Tadhkira-I-Yusufi (Hadiqat |ed with Notes and
Al-Safa) of Yusuf 'Ali Khan Introduction by Abdus
Subhan
307 1977 Sraddhadipa of Acaryya Dibyasingha ed. by Pandit Jadavendra
Mahapatra Nath Ray with an
Introduction by S. K. Mitra
308 1979 Mangalavada of Gange$a Upadhyaya ed. by Gaurinath Sastri
309 (1982 The Nitisara of Kamandaki (The ed. by Raja Rajendra Lala
elements of polity by Kamandaki) Mitra. Revised with English
tr. by Sisir Kumar Mitra
310 (1982 Ta'rikh-I-Bangala-I-Mahabatjani tr. by Abdus Subhan
311 |1985 A critical edition of ed. by Biswanatah Banerjee
Srikalacakratantrardja
312 (1986 The Yuga Purana ed. by John E. Mitchiner
313 1986 Nyayadarsane Srikanthatippanakam (A |ed. by Anantalal Thakur
commentary on the major Nyaya texts)
of Srikanthacarya
314 (1986 The Khudnawisht Sawanih Hayat- ed. by Abdus Subhan
I-Nassakh (Autobiography of Abdul
Ghafur Nassakh)
315 |1987 The Citralaksana (An old text of Indian |ed. by Asoke Chatterjee
Art — Sanskrit, Tibetan and English Shastri
version)
316 |1992 Rasagangadhara ed. by Chinmoyee Chatterjee
317 (1992 Tantraloka tr. into Beng. by Sukhamay
Bhattacharya
318 1994 Matsyendra Samhita ascribed to ed. by Debabrata Sensharma
Matsyendranatha
319 (1997 Atharvavede Paippalada Samhita, Vol. |ed. by Dipak Bhattacharya
I, Kandas I-XV
320 (2001 Lalitavistara English tr. with Notes by
Bijoya Goswami
321 (2001 The Suryasiddhanta : The by A. K. Chakravarty

Astronomical Principles of the text
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322 2002 Aéwalayana Srautasitra tr. into Bengali by Amar
Chattopadhyay
323 (2003 Prthvirajavijayamahakavya by Sanjit Bhattacharya
324 (2003 Nyayasttras with Nyayarahasya of Rama- | ed. by Prabal Kumar Sen
bhadra Sarvabhauma and Anviksiki-
Tattvavivarana of Janakinatha
Ctdamani
325 (2004 The Rgveda Samhita tr. into English with the Rks
transliterated and annotated
by Basanta Kumar Ganguly
326 2004 Dattaka-Tilakah critically edited with
the editor's Tika named
Dipti along with English
and Bengali translations
together with an elaborate
Introduction and Appendices
by Jaydeb Ganguly Shastri
327 12005 Ganitavali of Bibhuti Bhushan edited by Manabendu
Bhattacharya Banerjee and Pradip Kumar
Majumdar
328 12006 Apastamba Samanyasiitra or ed. by Samiran Chandra
Yojriaparibhasasutra Chakrabarti
329 (2007 The Mystic Songs of Kanha and tr. into English by Pranebesh
Saraha Sinha Ray
330 12008 Diwan-e-Brahman ed. by Md. Amin (Aamir)
331 (2009 A Heap of Jewels of Oral Radiation by Archana Ray
332 (2009 Arya Dravida Vidyaraja by Bhakti De
333 (2009 Studies in Jayarashi Bhatta's Critique |by Dilipkumar Mohanta
of knowing from words
334 12009 Sangita Damodara translated into Bengali by
Mahua Mukherjee
335 (2010 Supriya Sarthavaha Jataka of ed. by Soma Basu (Sikdar)
Bhadrakalpavadana
336 2012 Vahni Puranam also referred as Agneya | ed. by Anasuya Bhowmik

Puranam
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337 (2015 Kalanirnaya ed. by Suranjana Chaudhury
338 2016 Mathurt, Jagadi$t and Kanadi on ed. by Subuddhi Charan
Gangesa's Avayavacintamani Goswami
339 2019 Catura Cintamanih ed. by Amal Shib Pathak
340 (2020 Karakatattvasamgrahah ed. by Karunasindhu Das
341 (2021 Sannipata Candrika ed. by Brahmananda Gupta
and Abichal Chattopadhyay
342 12022 Poetry and Compositional Structure ed. by Soma Basu (Sikdar)
of the Sanskrit Narrative Supriya and Nicholas Kazanas
Sarthavaha Jataka in Bhadrakalpa-
vadana
343 (2023 Vanausadhi Darpana of Virajacarana |ed. by Brahmananda Gupta
Gupta Kavyatirtha and Abichal Chattopadhyay
344 12023 Dasagrivaraksasabadhacaritam ed. by Anasuya Bhowmik
345 12024 Candimangala of Mukundaram Eng. tr. by France
Chakraborty Bhattacharya
Compiled by Sukhendu Bikash Pal
Publication Officer-in-Charge
The Asiatic Society
4 )

Forthcoming Academic Programme

5th June 2024
Celebration of World Environment Day 2024.

14th June 2024

A day-long seminar to observe Sukumar Ray’s Death Centenary and 100 years of
the publication of Abol-Tabol. The title of the seminar is “JF¥= S: 2=l fr=e

A AL |
—

MONTHLY BULLETIN, JUNE, 2024 | 51




TREASURES OF THE ASIATIC SOCIETY J

Lilavati : Manuscript on Mathematics
(In the Collection of The Asiatic Society’s Museum)

Surajit Manna
Museum Section, The Asiatic Society

The Asiatic Society is a treasure house
of knowledge, the significance of which
lies mainly in its priceless collection of
manuscripts on different subjects including
different branches of science and literature.
Being a student of science, from the very
beginning of my joining in the museum
section of the Society I have extensive
eagerness for making myself acquainted
with those manuscripts which incorporate
studies on different branches of sciences
especially mathematics and physics. Being
an administrative staff, [ could not getample
opportunity to observe those manuscripts.
But during the preparation for different
exhibitions, I have come across those
treasure troves which have increased my
interest more.

At the time of preparation for an
exhibition at the 2nd International Museum
Expo 2024, [ have come to know about
the important manuscript Lilavati, which
is the 1st part of Siddhanta Siromani
written by famous astronomer and
mathematician Bhaskaracarya (Bhaskara
I1). He is said to have been the head of an
astronomical observatory at Ujjain, the
leading mathematical centre of medieval
India. His works on mathematical and
astronomical sciences at that time was
really surprising and unprecedented.
Siddhanta Siromani, his masterpiece, has
four parts— 'Lilavati’ (contains arithmetic
and geometry), 'Bijaganita’ (contains
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algebra), 'Goladhyaya' (contains celestial

knowledge), and 'Grahaganitadhyaya'

(contains mathematical astronomy).

There are few manuscripts on Lilavati in
the collection of the Society with Acc. No. G
4380, G 8724, G 5503, G 9747, G 3080 etc.
There are also some manuscripts containing
commentaries on Lilavati written by various
authors. In course of preparation for the
exhibition, I have looked into particularly
two manuscripts G 4380 and G 8724. Both of
them explain different aspects of geometry.

Both the manuscripts contain many
technical terms such as:

1. Ksetra PradarSana Karna, diagonal
shown in plane figures,

2. Koti, the perpendicular falls within a
figure,

3. Bhiija, Bahu, and other terms are used
to express the leg of a triangle or side
of a quadrilateral or polygon,

4.  Koti Karna, the perpendicular diagonal,

5. Catuskona, a figure comprising four
angles,

6. Ekantarkona, alternate angle etc.

In the manuscript (G 8724), explanations
of many geometrical terms such as base
and altitude of a triangle, diagonal of a
quadrilateral and also definition of many
geometrical figures like triangle, symmetric
quadrangles including square, rectangle etc.
have been given. In some folios there are
drawings of some symmetric quadrilateral
figures which are separated in triangles



TREASURES OF THE ASIATIC SOCIETY l

Bhuj &, Koti i.e. the leg and perpendicular of a right-angled triangle are shown in figure (G 8724)

Calculation of area of quadrilateral by dividing it in triangles and rectangle (G 8724)

Calculation of area of symmetric triangles (G 4380)
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and rectangle that describes the way to
find out the area of such type of symmetric
geometrical figures with the help of known
laws of triangle and rectangle.

In the manuscript (G 4380), I have
found the definition of alternate angle,
diameter and circumference of a circle,
laws of semi-circle and also the calculation
of area of regular quadrilaterals using the
separation method. Both the manuscripts
are significant in finding out the origin of
cultivation of geometry in ancient India and
is a great resource to the researchers who
are working with the manuscripts.

Finally, I want to acknowledge Dr. Keka
Adhikari Banerjee, Curator, who encouraged
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me a lot to work with these manuscripts, Dr.
Archana Ray, Senior Cataloguer who helped
me to find out the manuscripts and also Dr.
Bibekananda Banerjee, Ex-Senior Cataloguer
of the Museum Section who helped me to
find out the technical terms and realise the
subject matter.

References

1. A Descriptive Catalogue of the Sanskrit
Manuscripts (Vol. X, Part I) by Mm Haraprasad
Shastri, published by The Asiatic Society,
Calcutta, 1935.

2. Colebrooke’s Translation of the Lilavati by H.C.
Banerji, The Book Company Ltd., Calcutta,
1927.
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William Schlich and Beginning of Scientific
Conservation in Bengal (1872-1878)

Sohini Das
Research Fellow, The Asiatic Society

“Forest represents a form of wealth differing from other natural resources, in that,
given the required protection and treatment, they are inexhaustible. Like other
vegetable products of the soil, they can be indefinitely reproduced.”

Little more than six decades since
the introduction of state-sponsored
conservancy in colonial India, the aforesaid
extract appeared in the Empire Forestry
Journal. Though the article was written at a
much later time, these
words aptly reflect the
mindset of the policy-
makers in 1865 when
the first Forest Act of
India was enacted. The
Actled to the formation
of 'Government
Forests' which meant
such lands covered
with trees, brushwood
or jungle which
were under direct
jurisdiction of the
Government and all
the activities including
felling, collection of |

Act of 1865, the Bengal Forest Rules were
constituted®. Thus, when William Schlich
assumed the position of Conservator of
Bengal in 1872, a comprehensive legal setup
wasalreadyin place.The idea of conservation
was defined as ‘the
greatest good of the
greatest number for the
longest time’ and the
core idea of Scientific
Forestry/ Conservation
is  maintenance  of
sustainable yield*.
William Schlich
comprised of  first
generation of forest
officers who  were
professionally trained in
the Science of Forestry.
Having completed his
study at the University
of Giessen in Germany

forest produce, grazing
and even passage through forest were
restricted.? The forcible intrusion of the
Forest Department in the interiors of the
country made it one of the largest forest
enterprises of the world with ownership
over more than one-fifth of the land. The
Bengal Forest Department was established
in 1864 and in 1871, under the Indian Forest

J

under Dr. Heyer,
distinguished Professor of Forestry, Schlich
joined the Indian Forest Service in 1867
as the Assistant Conservator in Burma,
where he served for three years. R. S. Troup
while writing about Schlich points out,
“During that time (in Burma), he proved
himself to be a man of great industry and
ability, and in particular did useful work in
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exploring the then little known pyinkado
(Xylis dolaeriformis) of the Arakan.” In 1870,
Schlich was transferred to Sind where he
organised the riverine tracts of Acacia
arabica. This was followed by his tenure as
a Conservator in Bengal. Schlich continued
as the Conservator of Bengal from 1872 till
1878 when he left for Europe. During his
tenure as Conservator, he went on afurlough
in 1874. During his absence, Mr. A. L. Home,
Deputy Conservator of Forests, Sundarbans
Division was appointed as the Conservator
of Forests of Bengal. In 1880, after his return
from Europe, he served as the Conservator of
Punjab for a brief period of time. In 1881 he
assumed the position of Inspector General
of Forests as Dietrich Brandis was assigned
the task to reorganise the forests of Madras
presidency. He even served as an honorary
editor of the Indian Forester from 1875 till
1879°¢.

Fromthe very beginning, William Schlich
showed his merit as an administrator. During
his tenure as the Conservator, the Bengal
Forest Department was able to acquire
large forest tracts containing rich reserves
of trees which were economically beneficial
such as Sal, teak etc. The favourable result of
the Department was reflected in the Indian
Forest Administration Report of the year
1873-74.Here it can be seen that the number
of Reserved Forests in Bengal were 119 and
leased forests was zero’. Even the work of
demarcation had begun in Bengal as early
as 1873-74. Forested areas were also added
during this time which brought up the total
area under the Department’s control to 2500
square miles. There was further increase in
1874-75 and 1875-76 taking the area under
Reserved category to 2465 sqg. miles. The
total area of Government Forest Reserve at
the end of his term stood at 3430 sq. miles.
The Bengal Forest Administrative Reports
authored by William Schlich during his time
in Bengal, act as a gateway to understand
the priorities of the Department during
this period. For instance, while in 1874-75,
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emphasis shifted from Inspection of Forests
to Formation of Reserves; in 1876-77 it
shifted further to Protection, Improvement
and Working of the Forests.® Within a short
span of three years, Schlich was successful
in establishing five distinct forest divisions.
Thus in 1875, we find the following forest
divisions have been already constituted—
Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri, Palamou, Sundarbans
and Chittagong.® Of the reserves so created,
William Schlich remarked the Jalpaiguri
Division being a valuable reserve due to its
close proximity to the nearby tea plantations
and the easy accessibility of river Teesta.

In addition to creating reserves, the
revenue generated by the Department
was quite substantial during this time. It
was particularly evident in 1875-76 when
despite fire outbreak in Sivok and Muraghat
forests and Palamu registering a deficit of
Rs. 8562, the overall revenue earned by
the Department was Rs. 12,360 excess of
previous year i.e., 1874-75. At the end of the
report of that year, Schlich wrote that while
it was difficult to provide an estimate about
the future financial returns, he thought it
would raise to 1,50,000 rupees. Following
which the increase will be slow because the
forest in the Sub-Himalayan region as well
as the Palamu, Santhal Parganas have been
overworked and require a rest for few years.
It also has to be remembered that the private
enterprises worked in majority of the Bengal
Forests till 1876 with the Forest Department
only exercising control over sale of certain
kinds of trees and firewoods'. In case of
plantation experiments, the department
often adhered to only such experiments
which proved to be economically beneficial
and even Schlich did not think otherwise.

Much like the rewards, William Schlich
faced quite a few challenges during his
Conservatorship. The foremost among
them being fire and protection of the forest
against it. In 1877-78, an area of 250 sq.
miles were destroyed by fire and as measure
of protection in the Buxa division a thick



SPACE FOR RESEARCH FELLOWS J

belt of Sal of 100 feet broad was planted by
Schlich. The failure of the fire protection
endeavours has been ascribed to the force
and rapidity of fire coupled with strong
winds that facilitates in its quick spread
to the protected areas. Another recurrent
problem was the resettlement of the villagers
residing in the Reserved Forests. Often, they
were compensated or relocated to other
areas which often led the Department in
a direct confrontation with the Revenue
Department. The implementation of the
Forest Acts in itself was a challenge too. The
prosecution cases perhaps stand testament
to it. The highest being 223 in 1876-77.

Despite the obstacles faced by him, it
cannot be denied that William Schlich was
successful in not only implementing tenants
of Scientific Forestry but also introducing
such measures which would prove beneficial
for forests in a longer run such as resting
such forests which have been overworked
as was done in case of Palamu Reserve in
1875-76. Maintenance of sustainable yield,
increasing the timber resources for the state
and reserving greater number forest tracts
were all in tandem with the interest of the
colonial state. Thus, it cannot be denied
that Schlich was successful in carrying out
the task which was entrusted to him that
is securing the riches of the forests for the
needs of the state.
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Truth Revealed: Rajendralala Mitra &
A Descriptive Catalogue of Sanskrit Manuscripts in
the Library of The Asiatic Society of Bengal

Sneha Agarwala
Research Fellow, The Asiatic Society

In this versatile world, there is a thin
difference between the facts and the
truth. Often what we see may be a fact
but not necessarily that will be the truth.
This dilemma can be found in our records
or history. In this article, one can find that
during history writing, historians focused on
the facts but vivid study of age-torn records
can simply display the ignored truth.

In 1870, Rajendralala Mitra, the first
Indian President of The Asiatic Society,
was appointed by the then Government
of India to compile a catalogue collection
of Manuscripts (MSS) preserved in libraries
and private collections under the Bengal
provinces. Mitra made a comparative
study and recorded that the Sanskrit MSS
preserved in various libraries and private
collections in Europe and India were either
inaccessible at that time or had not been
properly catalogued. In comparison, The
Asiatic Society of Bengal had the richest
collection of manuscripts that were openly
accessible to the public at that time. But the
rich valuable collection was impaired by the
absence of a proper catalogue. According to
Mitra, a Sanskrit Catalogue was prepared in
1838 which consisted of all the Sanskrit MSS
collections owned by The Asiatic Society of
Bengal, the Sanskrit colleges of Calcutta and
Banaras. Mitra stated in his Preface that it
was full of flaws with incomplete information
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which was imperfect and very puzzling at
the same time for a non-Sanskrit reader.
The  continuous  eagerness  of
Indologists for a revised complete English
catalogue of the Society’s Sanskrit collection
drew Mitra’s attention. So Rajendralala
employed a Pandit or native Sanskrit scholar
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named Premchand Chaudhuri to prepare
a descriptive catalogue in Sanskrit at first.
At that time, Mitra expected that either
the librarian or any member of the Society
would easily compile an English version of it.
Pandit Premchand Chaudhuri had prepared
a notice of 1,110 MSS in Sanskrit (1776).
Chaudhuri also compiled English notices
only based on grammatical works (90 MSS)
separately.

Babu Pratapachandra Ghosha, the then
Assistant Secretary of the Society, undertook

the compilation, done by the previously
mentioned Pandit, to carry through the
press but he left the Society abruptly and
the work was stalled. Thereafter, the work
was transferred to Rajendralala Mitra.
According to Rajendralala, the work was
prepared in an inappropriate method. In his
own words — “The arrangement adopted
by Babu Pratapachandra Ghosha was an
alphabetical one according to the order of
the Sanskrit alphabet, which | thought was
an inconvenient one for English readers; but
it was too late to alter it ..." Due to lack of
time, Mitra could not rearrange, revise and
proof-correct Pandit Premchand’s already
prepared catalogue of Grammar MSS in
English version, and printed them as a first
part. Mitra’s associates of the Society helped
him with the rest of the work. Mitra, at the
end of the Preface, also recommended some
essays and articles on Sanskrit Grammar for
those interested in this subject.

The above discussion shows that A
Descriptive Catalogue of Sanskrit Manuscripts
in the Library of The Asiatic Society of Bengal
is popularly known as edited by Rajendralala
Mitra and the Title page of the Catalogue at
least shows that. But the truth is different
which we can easily find out in the Preface
partof the Catalogue penned by Rajendralala
Mitra himself. He honestly mentioned all the
names by whom the actual work had been
prepared.
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Celebrating the Legacy of Mutty Lall Seal

The Asiatic Society has organised a half-day programme on 30th April, 2024 at 02:30
p.m. at the Vidyasagar Hall of the Society to celebrate the legacy of Mutty Lall Seal, an
eminent Bengali businessman and philanthropist widely regarded as an integral part of
the Bengali Renaissance. The inauguration of the programme commenced with a soulful
Rabindra Sangeet rendition by Shri Amit Ghosh, an official of the Society followed by
garlanding of the bust of Pandit Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar by Professor Swapan Kumar
Pramanick, President of the Society. Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti, General Secretary of the
Society garlanded the portrait of Mutty Lall Seal paying homage to the veteran shipping
magnate of Bengal following which he delivered Welcome Address of the programme
to the audience. Shri Mohon Lall Seal, family member of Mutty Lall Seal and Shri Aditya
Bhattacharya, Secretary of Seal’s Free College shared their respective thoughts and
spoke eloquently on the life and works of Mutty Lall Seal. To mark the occasion, Professor
Swapan Kumar Pramanick and Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti together unveiled two new
books on Mutty Lall Seal viz. Danbir Moti Lall Seal, Life and Works written by Dr. Sankar
Kumar Nath, Medical Science Secretary of the Society and Prak-itihas O Mutty Lall Seal
written by Shri Syamal Das respectively following which Shri Syamal Das and Dr. Sankar
Kumar Nath shared their respective thoughts on the life and works of Mutty Lall Seal.
Shri Aloke Dutta recited a poem composed by Rajkrishna Ray paying homage to Mutty
Lall Seal. Presidential Address was delivered by Professor Swapan Kumar Pramanick. The
programme concluded with a Vote of Thanks given by Dr. Sujit Kumar Das, Treasurer of
the Society.

- J

L to R : Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti, Professor Swapan Kumar Pramanick, Dr. Sankar Kumar Nath,
Shri Mohon Lall Seal, Shri Aditya Bhattacharya, Shri Syamal Das and Dr. Sujit Kumar Das. J
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240th Annual General Meeting and Awards Giving Ceremony
6th May 2024

—————— " ———

Justice Shyamal Kumar Sen, former Chief Justice of ~ Justice Shyamal Kumar Sen handing over the
Allahabad High Court and former Governor of West Honorary Fellowship to Professor Sanghamitra
Bengal delivering his address at the meeting. (L to Bandyopadhyay, Eminent Indian Computer

R) Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti, General Secretary; Scientist, Director, Indian Statistical Institute,
Professor Swapan Kumar Pramanick, President; and Kolkata and Padma Shri Awardee.
Dr. Sujit Kumar Das, Treasurer are on the dais.

Justice Shyamal Kumar Sen releasing the latest

issue of the Journal of the Asiatic Society (Vol. LXVI,
No. 1, 2024) on the occasion.

Distinguished audience in the programme.

— 9
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Second International Museum Expo, 2024

Second edition of the International Museum Expo was organised under the aegis of
Ministry of Culture, Government of India at Science City, Kolkata during 18th-19th May, 2024.
The two-day expo was full of various events such as panel discussion, interaction between
entrepreneurs and museum professionals accompanied by different cultural programmes.

The Asiatic Society has participated in the Expo through an Exhibition on ‘Art and
Science Interface: Manuscripts in the Asiatic Society’ which is in line with the theme of the
expo. Endeavourance was made to uplift the legacy of cultivation of different branches of
Sciences in ancient India among the common people. Photographic reproductions of few
important manuscripts on Mathematics, Astronomy, Medicine, Ayurveda, Alchemy etc. were
displayed through some panels. Spiral bound of the photocopies of some correspondences
of the eminent Scientists, some important manuscripts on different branches of science,
some rare books and lithographs on science were showcased. Replica of two manuscripts
was also kept for display. An LED TV was fixed on the wall which displayed audio-visual
programmes on manuscripts and scientists associated with The Asiatic Society.

Museums under Ministry of Culture, the State Museums, Private Museums, Museum
related companies took part in the expo. Modern display techniques with digital technology,
application of Al in forming modern museum were some of the prime attractions of the said
expo. Artists, Conservators and Agencies related to conservation took part to demonstrate
newer techniques of Conservation of the artefacts.

A team of the Museum personnel led by the Curator was present at the Stall of the
Society for guiding the exhibition. On each day of the expo, many distinguished visitors,
museum personnel, students from different schools and colleges, research scholars from
various universities visited our stall and appreciated the arrangements. On 18th May, Smt.
Mugdha Sinha, IAS, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Culture, Government of India visited the stall
of the Society and applauded the Exhibition. Brochures containing a brief description of
the history of Museum and its collection were supplied to the visitors at free of cost. The
General Secretary, Dr. Satyabrata
Chakrabarti and the President
Professor Swapan Kumar
Pramanick of The Asiatic
Society attended the inaugural
programme of the Expo on 18th
May as invitee.

Overall, the expo has
achieved a grand success
becoming an interactive
platform for knowledge sharing
w and showecasing utilisation of
modern technologies in forming
modern museums.

.

Smt. Mugdha Sinha, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Culture,
Government of India visited the stall of the Society
on 18th May 2024.

J

62 | MONTHLY BULLETIN, JUNE, 2024



BOOKS PROCESSED DURING THE LAST MONTH J

Books Processed during the Last Month

Ban
020.6095412
B616i

IBE:EEIER R

2 SFUR TNANS TroITed
TiEw w2if9zis 8 wig
AN /2T FAT 5T |
— el ; 93fPNad, 3039 |

@>7).; > I (B16412)
(20.04.24)
ISBN : 978-81-19818-02-0

& $€0.00 B

Ban
090
M182a

NI G ATOTEE
Afeq ey e AT

Aredt Fiifre | —Feerel

G 2NFfeTinT, 2028 |

—2g; 33 (I (B16402)
(16.09.20)

9Nt 9T U (7 |

AFAG : . SvE-d>va
ISBN : 978-93-89485-98-1

IET ¢ 290,00 B

Ban
401.4095492
N9741
S A (A G0 B

Sl S A | —TIR:

Aierem @< EmiEs,
3039 |

87.; 3 (AN (B16401)
(18.04.24)

ISBN: ?292°?
e L 2997
Ban
677.02824
T161s

BIT-Colte s : qLeTT ©Te

*TEe ooTe, I @
ofae;

TRl v fee F W
o | —Fedrel ¢ @ mts
GTIPNE, 2038 |

+8,5889.: b (F67); 28

T (B16387-92) (12.04.24)
ISBN : 978-81-965082-4-1

6T : ©00.00 G

Ban
891.2103
R165¢c

e | GRS AT | 2039

SEIS! T ; SR eH!
A P ; A FAR A0
IS |—FeTIS ;7RG
ArferipT |

538%.; X9 (IR (B16403)
(18.04.24)

ISBN : 978-93-89485-06-6

& : 2€0.00 BIF

Ban
891.4408
N162m

o, G

TerECeTa e feeeg Afzer;
el (TR (Tl 14 -
oF M| —TIF : FE TG
2af5fes, wgfe faas
T, 2020 |

©35%.; 3 (TN (B16404)
(18.04.24)

T ¢ I T

AR ¢ sfTel, s,
9t [{CA, e AlfRey | 7).
259958

ISBN : 978-984-34-1949-1

5T £ 2€0.00 B (AT )

Ban
891.4409
M917n

(TSI 1] TRl

TR R MEer (9.
fFe1. acamenialg) / Tl
(STCZAN A | —DIF :
qeee 2qGHET, Aeghe
R TG, 2055 |

555%.; X3 (IR (B16409)
(20.04.24)
ISBN : 978-984-555-229-3

T+ 300,00 B (AT

MONTHLY BULLETIN, MAY, 2024 | 63



BOOKS PROCESSED DURING THE LAST MONTH l

Ban
891.4409
M917n

(SITZN A1 7wl
TorECeTd I e ifEer:

fafqg e/ et oreTtEal

A i 7 e

Ban
891.444
C454n

HEI¢ bEAIS

T T AT (GTFA
WYy 32)/5S5I9 AT |
—AFCA, FAFTET

35 Ts, wgfe faas
TN, 2035 |

Svo%.; 3 (R (B16408)
(20.04.24)
ISBN : 978-984-555-045-1

I : Sb0.00 B (AT

Ban
891.4409
M917s

(ST 1 Tl
AN e e Az
e FIG] AGFF LA
(5500-5580)/CF M (WOICZA!
A oI R e
2af5BeE, 2050 |

25575 X3 G (B16407)
(18.04.24)

AT : 5. 200-335

ISBN : 978-984-555-407-5

5T 2 $00.00 B (AIFTET)

Ban

891.442

R943¢q
FIGT (M

e A5 ¢ IfFIAvE,

MY, TS /FaGw
R | Tl : BT,
2032

Su89.; 3 (AR (B16411)
(20.04.24)
ISBN :

3T : 200.00 GIF

(RS 2RI, 2038 |

$887.; ¥5 (AW (B16410)
(20.04.24)
ISBN : 978-81-956125-0-8

6T ¢ 5€0.00 BiFl

Ban
891.451
B239

AT @I (=G 515 : =AM |
—C S AN PPl
TAV AR (TR 3
AR ey | —Fawre! ¢
o EIED, 2029

58,5575 13 (T (B16393-
98) (12.04.24)
ISBN : 978-81-965082-7-2

&7 ;000,00 T;\R]?f

Ban
891.454
A598p

2C
ettt #Aie
ARSI 512 TSR
S S e | —FeTere:
5 ARy AL™, 890 |
Se>7).: Harsi : Meba; 20
(IS (B16405-6) (18.04.24)
ISBN : 978-93-90993-53-6
W 00,00 T;’MST

Ban
910.2
R161p

ATGTHE (G

64 | MONTHLY BULLETIN, MAY, 2024

GISSICTR GRS RICERTG S
taAfaf s i-ad9-faggs
Ag/ANCTHE @, SR
oS! JTAIPAATT,; AT
O CAIAR | —FeRFrel
fr af* o RS, 20x9|

wo, Suy F.; 3 (AfN
(B16381-86) (09.04.24)

ALY AP SA9Y HFITH

B i g, St |
ISBN : 978-81-959722-4-1
67 : 800,00 BiF

Ban
922.945
S563r
RRCTY el

AR SRICHEE AT
rsfdn  erg i/ FReTsy
o | et giEa
AP, 2032 |

Y. 23 (W (B16311)
(18.11.23)

A 2o : 7). ve-dY
ISBN : 978-93-95398-08-4

6§ €0.00 B

Ban
954.92
C5351

fefwea T8l < CIRmm
AT @fiE e
S9ER-209/ (N fRfwrg
T A | —T ; 3fege
S, 3039 |
@olE, save).: fHaRet; 2
1T (B16400) (18.04.24)
SUAG ;. Sae-3qY
ISBN : 978-984-35-21-58-3
& £ 9€0.00 B




.| Prakrita Bhugol by Rajendralala Mitra

Life and Works of Sister Nivedita ed. by Somnath Mukhopadhyay and
Suswagata Bandhyapadhyay

A Descriptive Catalogue of Bris-Ma : Hand-written manuscripts of the
Tibetan Kanjur comp. by Bhakti De

Folklore of the Kolhan by C. H. Bompas (Reprint) with an Introduction
& Editorial Notes by Pallab Sengupta, Arpita Basu and Sarmistha
De Basu

Numismatic Supplements, Vol. 11, Supplements XVII-XXX

Vanausadhi Dagana by Birajacharana Gupta Kavyatirtha ed. by
Brahmananda Gupta and Abichal Chattopadhyay

Dasagrivaraksasabadhacharita ed. by Anasuya Bhowmick

Indian Grammatical Tradition ed. by Shyamsundar Bhattacharya

Octavio Paz on India by Jyoti Ghosh

10. | Twelve Boro Short Stories ed. by Sayantan Dasgupta and Chandramalli
Sengupta

11. | Baroti Boro Choto Galpa ed. by Chandramalli Sengupta and Sayantan
Dasgupta

12. | Language, Communication and Conflict in South and Southeast Asia ed.
by Aditi Ghosh

13. | A Descriptive Catalogue of Sanskrit Manuscript in the Collection of the
Asiatic Society, Vol Il -- Purana comp. by Bibekananda Banerjee and
ed. by S. R. Banerjee

14. | Tana Poren--Banglar Tantsilper Atit, Bartaman O Bhabisyat ed. by Sujit
Kumar Das

15. | Centenary Review of The Asiatic Society, 1784 - 1883 (Reprint)




JUST
PUBLISHED

< 300

31200 |

Published by Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti, General Secretary, The Asiatic Society, 1, Park Street, Kolkata 700016,
Phone: 2229 0779, 2229 7251, 2249 7250 E-mail : generalsecretary-ask@asiaticsocietykolkata.nic.in
Web: www.asiaticsocietykolkata.org
Printed at Arunima Printing Works, 81, Simla Street, Kolkata 700 006. E-mail : arunimaprinting@gmail.com



